
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE  
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 

 
Lake Hamilton School District today announces its policy for providing free and reduced price meals for children served 
under the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program.  Each school and/or the central office 
has a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by any interested party. 
 
HOUSEHOLD APPLICATIONS 
The household size and income criteria identified below will be used to determine eligibility for free and reduced price 
benefits for SY 2011-2012.  Children from households whose income is at or below the levels shown are eligible for free 
or reduced price meals.   
  FREE MEALS – 130%  REDUCED PRICE MEALS – 185% 

Household 
Size 

Federal 
Poverty 

Guidelines Annual Monthly 

Twice 
per 

Month 

Every 
Two 

Weeks Weekly Annual Monthly
Twice per 

Month 

Every 
Two 

Weeks Weekly
1  $   10,890   $14,157   $  1,180  $   590  $   545  $   273  $ 20,147  $1,679  $   840   $    775  $    388 
2  $   14,710   $19,123   $  1,594  $   797  $   736  $   368  $ 27,214  $2,268  $1,134   $ 1,047  $    524 
3  $   18,530   $24,089   $  2,008  $1,004  $   927  $   464  $ 34,281  $2,857  $1,429   $ 1,319  $    660 
4  $   22,350   $29,055   $  2,422  $1,211  $1,118  $   559  $ 41,348  $3,446  $1,723   $ 1,591  $    796 
5  $   26,170   $34,021   $  2,836  $1,418  $1,309  $   655  $ 48,415  $4,035  $2,018   $ 1,863  $    932 
6  $   29,990   $38,987   $  3,249  $1,625  $1,500  $   750  $ 55,482  $4,624  $2,312   $ 2,134  $ 1,067 
7  $   33,810   $43,953   $  3,663  $1,832  $1,691  $   846  $ 62,549  $5,213  $2,607   $ 2,406  $ 1,203 
8  $   37,630   $48,919   $  4,077  $2,039  $1,882  $   941  $ 69,616  $5,802  $2,901   $ 2,678  $ 1,339 

Each Add’l 
person  add  $     3,820   $  4,966   $     414  $   207  $   191  $      96  $   7,067  $    589  $   295   $    272  $    136 
Household application forms are being distributed by the school with a letter informing households of the availability of 
free and reduced price meals for their children.  Only one application should be submitted for each household.  
Applications are also available at the principal’s office in each school.  To apply for free or reduced price meals, 
households must fill out the application and return it to the school.   Applications may be submitted at any time during the 
school year.  The information households provide on the application will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility 
and verification of data.   
 
Applications may be subject to verification at any time during the school year by school officials. 
 
All children and people living in the household who are economically dependent should be reported on the household 
application, even if the household member is not a relative. If other people live in the household who are economically 
independent (for example, people who you do not support, who do not share income with you or your children, and who 
pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them. 

Applicants and household members do not have to be US citizens to qualify for benefits.   
 
For school officials to determine eligibility for free and reduced price benefits, households receiving Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly food stamps, should only list their child’s name and a SNAP case number, 
and an adult household member must sign the application.  Households who do not list a SNAP case number must list the 
names of all household members, the amount and source of the income received by each household member, and the 
last four digits of the social security number of the adult household member who signs the application.  If the adult 
household member does not have a social security number, the adult household member must indicate that a social 
security number is not available.  The application must be signed by an adult household member.   
 
If the household income is not the same each month, list the amount that is normally received.  For instance if a 
household member usually receives $1000 per month but only received $900 last month, put down the $1000 that 
is normally received.  If overtime is normally earned each month, include that income on the application. 
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If the household receives housing income from the military, this will not be included on the application if it is part of the 
Military Housing Privatization Initiative.  If the housing income is not part of the Privatization Initiative it should be included 
on the application.  Do not include the Department of Defense’s Family and Subsistence Supplemental Allowance (FSSA) 
as income.  All other military pay allowances must be included in your gross income.    
 
CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY 
 
Children who are members of a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) household are eligible for free meals.  
School officials will determine eligibility for free meals based on documentation obtained directly from the SNAP office.   
School officials will notify households of their eligibility.  Households who are notified of their eligibility but who do not want 
their children to receive free meals must contact the school.  SNAP households should complete an application if they are 
not notified of their eligibility by August 12, 2011.  When completing an application for students from SNAP households 
the only information required on the application is the student’s name, school, SNAP case number and the application 
must be signed by an adult member of the household. 
 
Children who are enrolled in Head Start / Even Start programs are eligible for free meals.  School officials will determine 
eligibility for free meals based on documentation obtained directly from the Head Start / Even Start program coordinators.  
School officials will notify households of their eligibility.  Households who are notified of their eligibility but who do not want 
their children to receive free meals must contact the school.  Contact Vivian Nicholson at 501-767-8315 with questions 
regarding Head Start / Even Start meal benefits. 
 
Children certified as migrant, homeless or runaway by the district are eligible for free meals.  School officials will 
determine eligibility for free meals based on documentation obtained directly from the Migrant coordinator and Homeless / 
Runaway Liaison.  School officials will notify households of their eligibility.  Households who are notified of their eligibility 
but who do not want their children to receive free meals must contact the school.  Contact Vivian Nicholson at 501-767-
8315 with questions regarding migrant, homeless or runaway meal benefits. 
 
Foster children who are the legal responsibility of a welfare agency or court are also eligible for benefits regardless of the 
income of the household with whom they reside. Eligibility for the foster child is based on the child being the legal 
responsibility of welfare agency or court.   An application for a household that includes both foster children and non-foster 
must be completed for eligibility to be determined for the non-foster children.  Contact Vivian Nicholson at 501-767-8315 
with questions regarding foster children. 
 
Children in households that receive WIC may be eligible for benefits.  An application must be completed for determination 
of eligibility. 
 
Under the provisions of the free and reduced price meal policy the Child Nutrition Secretary/Child Nutrition Computer 
Supervisor will review applications and determine eligibility.   
 
Parents or guardians dissatisfied with the ruling of the official may wish to discuss the decision with the determining official 
on an informal basis.  Parents wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make a request either 
orally or in writing to: 
 
      Steve Anderson          501-767-2306     

Hearing Official                                                         Phone Number 
 
   205 Wolf   Pearcy, AR 71964              

Address 
 
                      

Address 
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The Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act of 2004 authorizes the certification of free and reduced-price meal benefits for the 
entire school year. The HOUSEHOLD IS NO LONGER REQUIRED TO NOTIFY SCHOOL DISTRICT when: 

 The household income is increased. 
 The household is no longer eligible for SNAP benefits (food stamps). 
 The number in the household decreases.  

 
However this CHANGE DOES NOT APPLY under the following circumstances: 

 The original eligibility certification of household was incorrect. 
 The verification of a household’s eligibility does not support the benefits being received. 
 A household has been approved for benefits on a temporary basis. 

 
A household may SUBMIT an application ANYTIME OF YEAR if the new application would qualify them for INCREASED 
benefits.  If the household submits an application later in the year that would decrease the benefits, the district may do the 
following: 

 The family may be given the option to continue with the benefits approved at the beginning of the year or choose 
the reduced benefits. 

 The district may decide to provide the family a notification that the eligibility for increased benefits established at 
the beginning of the school year is good for the entire year and that no action will be taken on the second 
application.  

 
If a household member becomes unemployed during the school year, the household may apply for benefits at any time 
during the school year. 
 
Non-discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly. “In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  To file 
a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll 
free (866) 632-9992 (Voice).  Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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